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Maken Unveils New Draft of
National Youth Policy 2012

il '.:J""% E’i«:-.; 1

NEW DELHI: Union Minister
of State for Youth Affairs & Sports
Ajay Maken unveiled the exposure
draft of the National Youth Policy,
2012, a first of its kind document
that incorporates, among other
things, a Youth Development Index

basehne and ready reckoner for
evaluators and policy-makers.
Addressing the press
conference here, Mr Maken said the
draft policy recognizes that youth is
not a homogenous group and has
numerous differentials based on

economic status of their families
and their own lif styles.

In addition, the draft policy
proposes to change the target age
group from the existing 13-35 years
to 16-30 years.

Mr Maken said the draft policy

(1. Tt It = 3= Tt o ot
www.kavirajeevsharma.com
)

E-mail : kavirsharma@yahoo.co.uk

(YDI) that would serve as a  habitat,

environment

socio-  not only spells out the objectives

but also elaborates the details of the
policy interventions required and
identified partners responsible for
achieving the objectives.

He said that that the changing
scenario in the country due to
globalization, rapid technological
advancement and the emergence of
India as a global economic power
had necessitated a review of the
existing National Youth Policy of
2003.

He said that the draft policy, for
the first time, has also been
underpinned by the guiding
principle of providing targeted
employable skills to different youth
segments in line with Prime
Minister's  Skill Development
Mission, apart from identifying
varied segments based on socio-
economic, gender and geographical
parameters as specific targets.

The Rajiv Gandhi National
Institute of Youth Development
(RGNIYD), was mandated to
review the existing Youth Policy by
way of detailed consultations, both
in-house as well as at regional
levels across the country.

RGNIYD evolved a base policy
paper titled draft NYP 2010. A copy
of this Draft Youth Policy 2010 was
hosted on the website of both the
Ministry as well as RGNIYD
seeking comments and suggestions.

End of roaming,
higher broadband
part of new policy

NEW DELHI: Soon, you will not have to pay roaming
charges for making calls on your cell phone while
traveling within the country. Not just that, you will also be
able to retain your number even if you move city.

The Union Cabinet set the stage for the drastic change
in India's telecom story by approving a National Telecom
Policy which also seeks to put an end to your frustration
_with slow speed of Internet

surfing.
The policy was
approved after telecom

minister Kapil Sibal agreed
to drop certain issues from

to be controversial. To
begin with, anxious to
prevent a repeat of the situation where former telecom
minister A Raja allegedly rigged spectrum prices to favour
a select group of businessmen, the Cabinet decided to vest
the power to price spectrum in a ministerial panel, rather
than just the minister. The Cabinet also felt that revenue
generation could not be excluded as a goal, borrowing the
politically safe formulation of "affordability" from the
New Telecom Policy, 1999.

Deputy chairman of Planning Commission Montek
Singh Ahluwalia had objected to the proposal to confer
pricing power on the telecom minister of the day. The
meeting saw him getting support from many of the
attendees: home minister P Chidambaram, finance
minister Pranab Mukherjee, rural development minister
Jairam Ramesh, commerce minister Anand Sharma, heavy
industries minister Praful Patel and highways minister C P
Joshi. The affordability argument can provide comfort to
telecom operators who have launched a high decibel
campaign against the regulator's prescription for a 10-fold
increase in the reserve price for spectrum auction.
However, government has virtually ruled out a rethink on
the second suggestion of refarming of spectrum.
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Alma Computer Education

centre starts at Banddihatti,
Distt. Bellary (Karnataka)

BELLARY: Alma - The leading brand in computer
education has opened its new computer education centre
at Banddihatti of Bellarry Distt of
Karnakataka state recently. On this
occation, center head Mr. K.
Leaquat Ali told that the job oriented
computer courses of Alma are being
conducted here in minimum fees. He
even told that students would be
trained by skilled faculty staff.

Opening of Banddihatti center,
chairmen Pt. Vishnu Prasad Shukla,
Vice President Prof. Dr. Rajeev Sharma, Director Shri
Santosh Shukla Advocate and the members of the whole
Alma family congratulated Mr. Ali & his staff.

PUBLIC NOTICE (NAME CHANGE)

I, Preeti D/o Sh. Baldev Raj Kapoor R/o G-16/27,
Sector-15, Rohini, Delhi-110089, Do hereby solemnly
affirm and declare as under-

1. That | am citizen of India

2. That | am residing at above given address.

3. That PRITI & PREETI is one & same person.

4. That it is my true statements, and | shall be
responsible if anything is found incorrect/ wrong in
future.

Verifications:-

Verified at Delhi on this 16.03.2012 that the
contents of the above affidavit are true to the best of
any knowledge and belief.
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T Bl Bantosh Thukls,

Alma is doing nice work for the betterment of
educational cause through computer education and
computer literacy courses.

Witk hest wishe=,

Fanara kinoorely,

Thr Santonh Shukla,

IMrector, Alme Limiled |,

123, Alena Bhawan, Pamchahipura,
M. dlectrooic Cognpilest,
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IMPORTANT NOTICE

All center heads of Alma are to be informed that they
have to pay off their 'postal bill' so as to given services be
regular and smooth. If postal bills will be not paid off then
the servics of the Alma would be stopped.

By the order of
Director
Alma Limited

NOTICE

All those center heads whose renewal process is held or
has not done so far, their services from Alma would be
blocked as of now 1 June, 2012.

i
L -

By the order of
Director
Alma Limited




‘n 597, 2012

ITEAT BT T 12 IO W T T

T fweft | faceh @t g
st <o F stem g ey S

R&

® A F TR H | FH
foren & &7 | orem foeett | off
s # yEsE WO R,

R =T ek | SF- SISl TR § YE QW o A
H BT T U @ Wk S enfearh el & fameff art
T 7 39 W IR e B IR & &7 o
W e W UEd Sl S S A a2
s & oft fomrem sre 3 fosd 12 anf &
foha ST amem 1 % Frie % G 39 & Tretey U
3 TS H dg  oTfgart sfwel d WA A
P et W@t | feremeff &t it FrRE HreRaT ST

39 AW W . 3ITh UTANM FFEL YE &

EALMATIMES

RIEISER-EE
3reuT el e

T 3T & SRREL S gar

mﬁﬁa@m * FE T
e e mar g1 gueh- e-mail:
info@alma.in, w=a-  0731-
4225505

_;:r feefty w3, dfed, USRI At 9 SEH 3%

IWMF FPAR, Wi  WOR & famg § s

A, ME W A S B gA A 21 e @

T F s e, qare aed | e A,
E“‘@Wfﬁ»‘m TR, 37, e SR Tl
- scEg A fiEd & famnefl o | s FegeR

5 qemft ften  USIEHeH F wgEE g |

. diferd stemt ufER & st & fammeff af @

TR G & Imea td  oaueta ) W [IML =

Tiaelq It W E | FEge e ICAL & #iegw @ geeyHa
A Ut FERET WERdr  Wiefhehe &1 w fHar S @
AAE F FA T 36 @ 2

ST U | T o
T theh TSI

N eH

SERFET  sft  Hdrw

¥ fagsa fFar w21 dRe-
art@alma.in,  wr=-
4288812

31T JTeRT,
Tgdiche 3TeHT ATe
TEaTsT wuet §
TR TR T St
TR W oHT Y, eEet

TSHYE  qda e
Tffhehe o &7 7 Ul 3T
F ST TEAE FHeT | afe
Tealhe goft A gEem @
AT & JFEA §. fawy g
[T T STYHN W IMAA foham
TN 3 SHHR A
SERF o AT YA, TEAlhe
&

oft v | Fare % stem it
e FuSt § afts AT,
it fafy gemesR td danf1ga
raefte s e 9T @ 1 et
i e wgaEfsiT wHe et
Td SR FEA AWl
e wd W21 g s
Y[ & 3TerT TRaR § it g
T ST & JIEA 9. W] gER
Y, aed gHiee 9. (S1)
Tsfta wmf, eeRee ot darw
YFA dfed Tem % TEE
TRITERIE 378 BT & |

SATEATEt SISt &5 W STEHT RPN ShicisT hl Tad It

wmﬁnwﬁaﬁéauﬁ'mw

- Computing Callege

B coFTUiRI

Ao ol Ean Sl b "EEFINY
v il

» HAROWSAED « MELNREDLR

: AL I TLI S LU DEPRAL B | R
-

a5

GO e
L

B : e
| TP 21
H g =
. [ttt ey
4
S i
E -
33 - | E
ronp— - " .
i TILALIE PAASIRE BEGESTIN [ Fi—— i
14 diﬁll'ﬁu T. 15964 !
Erane Marks Bef, 1900 !
mhtﬂ-nﬂ'-rrﬂnm—: T 33 |3 f?:r.rm §
Crrhficats af Seqeimmbay o e S0 ..l;_._',f\.c'lmlr T3l Al g A1) E
L e T TT, T PR E
- 1 U Fry wrre Frr o spopls ot o rlna ::
¥ e . E
S L Tk L My e i o, L s o el Rl 1 e el :5:
AIELLE TR G0 A PAREVEM Bk TR AR AR, PR DR, B E PRI Flely i
e :::
]
i ]
| i
| mCian s s T e R
i
i
5
¢
5
&
v
¢
H

R L 1 N 2 T P e, P e e R R T S R T I O R P T S T T

T P Y u wive & &9 § uety & ﬁmﬁ = o
T 31U ST TR W A i & ®9 F @i
e U ol STe! ool ST Fics i
A TaE & T8d YT W=l & Sl T3 | 3o

SR 37T o STERae o Haiy Y&, TSaihe 4

o g fedt ot ger & SeEr

ST SHH! B B A HT 1 I H A 8 et
3 W A FrRfarE |

Sty A TR % STeH T HAS
T § ST 4 39 H HiH-FHiH § B Y

Gl T o & e ST &7 & faranffa i =[am e

ft TF 7 A 5 ST T Faw
IR % 289 Tae 199 &t & 23(2) fam
62( 1) o T&d =1 I bt 7T | 3ok AT Felrg-4 |
& & . 1992728 & SRVHR guret 8 7E | 31
FAT 26 ST FFRET Hicrsl o < SHGR o T1F AR

T YR TF TSIRE Fel e wid @
AT B T TGS T T B k| 3Rl Farr
f& foehe afesy & 37 et age & & ity
FHEET HicToT I AR Bt e agt o fareneff et
I AN & (6T T ST T Hh |

3T ==t
e

hl
J[HRH
it

TR FERES e & U 39 oTaER W oft Y 3 Fann fF sten
T B AT FA § FHG STer g
% Tfscihy™ & HIEW § STl =S
oidd  w YERY
REINIPEIERIES I
ST S Ui o M-
32V & % 39 weaw 4 29 foRw A
TN deheAtht TAfAfRRT & ST o
F ST G| IH THBR ST H
TR #ft T Y, Tedihe 4 &

& Ufsciehy ST § TeAT T3W, 3TeHT
T2, T FTEVEA St w- Ul
TR ISR ST
Alma Nefos REEEE
M o=y 39 ® &) 3

TR I & FadH 9Rged § a9 fed
1 e 9 dS G aedT S @I 8 | 3T
H A favaeadt wew @ AT &
foTT STewT =1 TTe 39 it YEeTE Fi 2 |
3= =a@n % almanews.in &

TR ARt e g G @ ae
Ih d9 WA F IFET W -
gheet sAmEr T 21 st yEen A
almanews.in & et TR W
T STeTd BT el 3 39 i e o Areas
g 2w d 7, Ry ¥ 97 @ ot
o st % @ e 9w
TSR BT A 33T bl | I T
TS i ST Tl {eehre o o1 e
EdeR fedism, e oR we @
fm wg 9% S I FurEar & |

DIRECTOR'S DESK

Santosh Shukla, Advocate
E-mail : director@alma.in

Hone your
perfection with
International
Certification

Technology is getting a
buzzword among youth and
even school going kids not
an account of entertainment
but also as a career option
preposition .International
certification in computer
education and job oriented
information technology
education are at top in
opting new era's cyber
technological advancement
and people are getting an
expertise on it. Alma is
providing an international
ambience through
international certification in
computer education and IT
education through Alma UK
International certification.

It's also being priority of
Alma to enthuse its students
with technical skills and
advertised through various
level of job oriented
certification courses. Alma
offer not even for Indian
students  but including
students of Africa, Europe
and Australia continent as
well.

There's no denying that
unemployment place vital
role in shaping future of
human  civilization and
fluctuates societies in the
different walks of life. Alma
took a dynamic initiative in
offering computer education
certification in minimum
affordable fees so that an
average student could avail
of such job oriented courses
prior to this ,Alma made
easy ways for international
certifications from Mauritius
through International
Informatics Mauritius
Limited(IIML)and
International Certification
Australia Limited(ICAL).It's
an effort to minimize extra
bucks from the purse of
students and parents and
they get foreign certification
at their own native location
across the country. I would
like to appreciate
enthusiasm of those who
came forward to get
international certification
courses from IIML and
ICAL. Technology recharges
with every new concept or
with an innovative idea. So
the need of perfection would
always be there with
revitalizing your own skills

through knowledge and
practical courses. Keep
recharging with

international certification
courses.
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COMPANY PROFILE

International Informatics Mauritius Limited www.iiml.mu

Energize IT skills through International
certification of Mauritius

International
Informatics Mauritius Limited
(IIML) is one of the fastest growing
companies that has been espousing
the cause of computer education
and computer / ICT related
activities since its inception in
Mauritius. IIML works to Promote
computer education and its various
segments across the country as well
as abroad.

It's one of the sole objectives of
IIML to provide tailor made job
oriented computer courses for youth
that could help them in the arena of
global competition. The courses are
designed in such a way that could
match the emerging requirements of
IT industries and ICT companies to
generate employment among youth.
IIML is pioneering in providing on
line International certificate in
computer education as well.

Vision: Enhancing IT education
across the globe to fulfill
requirement of IT industry and
companies.

Mission: To generate computer
education awareness among youth
along with boosting confidence for

Introduction:

employment.
Establishment: International
Informatics Mauritius Limited

(IIML) has been established on 5th
Jan 2009 being company and is
categorized as Domestic Company
by Registrar of  Business,
Government of Mauritius. IIML is
Coded -CO9085647 as Business
Registration number under
Companies Division, Business
Registration Code section of the
Business Registration Act,2002)
and Located At Goonagar Street,
Mare D'Albert, Republic of
Mauritius.

Nature Of Business: Being as
Domestic Company, IIML has
specific segments to promote
computer /ICT activities along with
job oriented computer courses, It
has been one of the pioneering
companies that deals in Online
International  Certification  in
various tailor made computer
course. To generate employment
among youth of the country as well
as abroad, IIML offers matchless
computer courses that could help
them in global status being
professionally skilled. Besides,
IIML is Promoting the very cause of
computer literacy through various
activities. Apart from that, IIML
provides Certificate of Excellence
for outstanding performances in

respective fields.

Directors International
Informatics Mauritius Limited
(IIML) has been incorporated under
Section 24 of the Companies Act
2001. IIML has two directors
namely, Mr. Audit Anil Kumar
Goonagar Street, Mare D'Albert,
Mauritius and Mr. Santosh Shukla,
Alma Bhawan, 18/3,Pardeshipura
Near Electronic Complex, Indore
(M.P.) India, who are entitled to
look after the affairs of the
Company in their respecting
counties.

Courses: IIML offers numerous
Company Education Courses that
could the Requirement of IT/ICT
industries and companies at present
global scenario.

1. International Certificate in PC

Application
2. International Professional

Certificate in ~ Computer

Operations & Applications
3. International Certificate in

Web-based Technology for

Business

4. International Certificate in
Computerized Accounting
Management

5. International Professional
Certificate  in ~ Computer

Graphics & Designing

6. International Certificate in
Computer Maintenance
Technician

7. International Certificate in
Animation & Multimedia

8. International Professional
Certificate in Business & IT
Skills

9. International Certificate in

Commercial Computing
Applications

10. International ~ Certificate in
Commercial Computing

Applications & Programming
11. International Professional
Certificate in Web Design &
Web Development
12. International
Certificate  in
Network & Security

Professional
Hardware,

ALMATIMES

Now, yoga, sports part
of MBBS curriculum

CHENNAI:  When MBBS
students go to medical college this
year they'll have to carry yoga mats,
bats and rackets along with their
white coats and stethoscopes. The
Medical Council of India, the
statutory body regulating medical
education, has made yoga and
sports a part of the undergraduate
medical education curriculum.

- Bl

The Regulations on Graduate
Medical Education, 2012 released
by the MCI allot nearly 4% of the
total teaching hours in the first two
years of MBBS to sports and
extracurricular activities including
yoga. "Our medicos will no longer
be dull boys. They will be able to
unwind on the playground. We will
teach students how they can stay
healthy and fit by practising yoga
and participating in sports," said a
senior member of MCI. At the
MCI's  national summit in
September 2011, vice-chancellors
from medical universities from
across the country were informed
that certain alterations would be
made to the MBBS course with a
focus on students. The MCI made it
mandatory for students to undergo a
two-month foundation course,
which will include yoga and sports,
at the beginning of the academic
year. Though most medical colleges
have cultural programmes and
sports, the MCI has now made

sports part of the academic
curriculum. Under the new
regulations, 78 of the total of 1,880
academic hours in the first two
years will be allotted to sports,
extracurricular activities and yoga.

Medicos usually have few
activities outside academics, said
Madras Medical College dean Dr V
Kanakasabai. "Physical education
was neither a priority nor was it
mandatory for medical students," he
said. Sports experts say they expect
medical colleges to take physical

Our medicos will no longer
be dull boys. They will be
able to unwind on the
playground. We will teach
students how they can stay
healthy and fit by practising
yoga and participating in
ports," said a senior member
of MCL.

education more serious than
schools. "Most medical colleges
have huge playgrounds that

conform to national standards. If
professionals are appointed as
trainers, they can help students stay
fit," said Dr Madhu Thottappillil,
consultant to  BCCI.  The
modifications in the curriculum
have  been  welcomed by
academicians. "It's a good thing that
students will not have only lessons
once they enter medical college,"
said Tamil Nadu Dr MGR Medical
University vice-chancellor Mayil
Vahanan Natarajan. Medicos will be
taught about national health
priorities and policies, universal
vaccinations, ethics, patient safety
including cost of treatment,
healthcare financing, language and
interpersonal skills and use of
information technology in
healthcare services. "India was the
only country where ethics was not
part of the medical curriculum. Our
doctors should be on par with the
best in the world," said a senior
MCI official.

y definition, the word
"holistic" means: "relating

to or concerned with wholes
or complete systems rather than
with the analysis of, treatment of,
or dissection into parts -- medicine
which attempts to treat both the
mind and the body." As such, true
holistic therapies must include
more than just a set of symptoms to
be addressed. They must consider
the WHOLE being, whether
human or animal, including the
emotional, mental, and physical
(both internal and external)
environments in which they exist.
Some examples of holistic
approaches include Herbalism,
Homeopathy, Acupuncture, TCM
(Traditional Chinese Medicine),
and Ayurveda (an ancient approach
from India).

The modern medical model
largely views the body as a
collection of pieces and parts to be
assessed in isolation rather than as
a working unit. Symptoms are
viewed as disease, and treatment is
aimed at suppressing rather than
eliminating those symptoms. In
the Holistic view, symptoms are
regarded as the body's expression
of imbalance and an attempt to
return to homeostasis (a state of
equilibrium). Mere suppression of

these symptoms is likened to
telling your body, "Shut-up--
I'm not interested in what you
have to say." Suppression of
acute symptoms is believed
to result in new, more serious
problems in other areas.
Treatment  consists  of
supporting and assisting the
body to heal itself by seeking
out and eliminating the
underlying cause(s) of the
problem, whether physical,
behavioral, environmental, & .
etc., or some combination
thereof. Wk

This is not to say that you i
should shun allopathic j
medicine; indeed it is very
useful, even life-saving.
There are many situations where
allopathic drugs and other
treatments are necessary, and some
where they are the only reasonable
option. In such cases, alternative
therapies can serve to support the
body and lessen side effects.

SOME RULES TO
REMEMBER:

1. ALL HEALING COMES
FROM WITHIN.

2. The best therapies are those
which ASSIST the body in the
healing process rather than merely
SUPPRESSING symptoms.

It is important to note that

holistic therapies are just as
capable of suppression as their
allopathic counterparts. It is not
enough to just substitute herbs for

pharmaceuticals, or to use
homeopathics to "palliate"
symptoms. Although such

approaches are necessary in some
(i.e. incurable) situations, when
used inappropriately, they can
actually drive the disease deeper.
While herbal or homeopathic
therapy would be a step in the right
direction, that in itself would not

- Holistic approach in welfare of human being -

constitute a holistic approach.
If you plan to self-prescribe
for you or your pet, it is
extremely important that you
study the modalities you plan
to use, and not just try
something because you read
it in a magazine or in the first
book you picked up. There is
currently a  glut  of
information/hype on herbs
and other alternative
. therapies. Much of it is
contradictory; some is even
#A'., false. Do your research.
i Better still, consult with a
qualified practitioner.

Without exception, the
cornerstone of the holistic
approach is a healthy DIET.
This cannot be over-emphasized. If
your pet has allergies, a skin
condition, or any chronic disease,
you must first look to diet. No
other therapies, whether holistic or
conventional, will truly be of
benefit if you do not provide your
companion with the necessary
nourishment for the body to do its
work.

A good diet is just as essential
to the health of our companion
animals as it is to our own. While a
raw foods diet is preferable (visit
Charles Loops, DVM for some

excellent raw food recipes), many
people find the preparation time
difficult to incorporate into their
busy schedules. If this is your
dilemma, there are some healthy
prepared foods available either at
your local health foods store or by
mail order that use human grade,
hormone/pesticide-free, and often
organic ingredients. Most grocery
store brands contain harmful by-
products, excess sugar, additives
and preservatives that contribute to
chronic disease, allergies, etc.
While easy on the pocketbook, as
with so many things, you get what
you pay for. I have read numerous
articles on the horrors of
commercial pet food ingredients

and processing. Even many
prescription diets contain by-
products and dangerous

preservatives such as Ethoxyquin
(linked to cancers and nervous
system disorders among other
problems). For the price of a bag of
one of these diets, you could
purchase a good holistic food such
as Wysong, Innova, Pet Guard,
California Natural, or Flint River
Ranch, and reap the benefits in
lower vet bills and a healthier,
happier pet. Not to mention a
healthier conscience.

(To be continued)
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Dr. D|I|p N. Pandit

Deep brain stimulation
may help those with
mild Alzheimer's disease

A device that sends continuous electrical
impulses to specific "memory" regions of the
brain appears to increase neuronal activity
in people with suspected mild Alzheimer's
disease (AD), suggest a new study.

Results of the study using deep brain
stimulation, a therapy already used in some
patients with Parkinson's disease and
depression, may offer hope for at least some
with AD, an intractable disease with no
cure.

AD is a progressive and lethal dementia
that mostly strikes the elderly. It affects
memory, thinking and behaviour.

"While our study was designed mainly to
establish safety, involved only six people and
needs to be replicated on a larger scale, we
don't have another treatment for AD at
present that shows such promising effects on
brain function," said the study's first author,
Gwenn Smith, Ph.D., a professor in the
Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral
Sciences at the Johns Hopkins University
School of Medicine.

The research was conducted while Smith
was on the faculty at the University of
Toronto, and will be continuing at Toronto,
Hopkins and other U.S. sites in the future.

Andres M. Lozano, chairman of the
Department of Neurosurgery at the
University of Toronto, led the study.

One month and one year after
implanting a device that allows for
continuous electrical impulses to the brain,
Smith and her colleagues performed PET
scans that detect changes in brain cells’
metabolism of glucose, and found that
patients with mild forms of AD showed
sustained increases in glucose metabolism,
an indicator of neuronal activity.

The increases, the researchers said, were
larger than those found in patients who have
taken the drugs currently marketed to fight
AD progression.

Other imaging studies have shown that a
decrease in glucose metabolism over the
course of a year is typical in AD. Alzheimer's
disease cannot be precisely diagnosed by
brain biopsies until after death.

The team observed roughly 15 percent to
20 percent increases in glucose metabolism
after one year of continuous stimulation. The
increases were observed, to a greater extent,
in patients with better outcomes in
cognition, memory and quality of life. In
addition, the stimulation increased
connectivity in brain circuits associated with
memory.

Deep brain stimulation (DBS) requires
surgical implantation of a brain pacemaker,
which sends electrical impulses to specific
parts of the brain.

For the study, surgeons implanted a tiny
electrode able to deliver a low-grade
electrical pulse close to the fornix, a key
nerve tract in brain memory circuits. The
researchers - most with the University of
Toronto - reported few side effects in the six
subjects they tested.

Just as importantly, stated Smith, was
seeing that DBS appeared to reverse the
downturn in brain metabolism that typically
comes with AD.

The study was published in the Archives
of Neurology.
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Obama, Romney tied in
presidential race: Poll

B ALMA TIMES

Asia-Pacific must respond to
climate change to survive: UNDP

WASHINGTON: Americans are split
between President Barack Obama and his
Republican challenger Mitt Romney less
than six months before the presidential poll
in November, according to two new polls.

A Washington Post/ABC News survey
released showed the two candidates
statistically tied with 49 percent of
Americans backing Obama and 46 percent
supporting Romney.

When asked which contender would
best handle the economy, Obama and
Romney were tied at 47 percent.

A NBC News/Wall Street Journal poll
released also showed that voters are nearly
evenly split between Obama (47 percent)
and Romney (43 percent). Voters were

inclined against Obama's handling of the
economy - 52 percent disapproved, while
43 percent approved. The numbers were
nearly reversed for his handling of foreign
policy.

Polls have shown the economy as the
issue of most concern to voters, The NBC
News/Wall Street Journal survey shows
nearly half of voters say they expect the
economy to stay stagnant over the next
year. One-third expect it to improve, and 19
percent foresee the economy worsening.

A marked enthusiasm gap opened
between the two candidates in the
Washington Post/ABC poll. Forty-eight
percent of Obama's supporters said they
were "very enthusiastic" about the
president's candidacy, compared to 23
percent of Romney's backers who said they
were "very enthusiastic" about supporting
the Republican candidate.

Asked further about each candidate's
character, voters seemed to favour Obama.
They gave Obama higher marks on
"understanding the economic problems
people in this country are having" (48
percent-40 percent), as well as "has the
better moral character to serve as president"
(52 percent-38 percent).

Will quit public life if
charges proved, says PM

NEW DELHI: The Prime Minister, Dr.
Manmohan Singh, termed the corruption
allegations made against him by Team Anna
to be irresponsible and unfortunate.

"I will give up my public
life if allegations are proved
against me," Dr Singh told
on his way back home from
Myanmar.

Supreme Court lawyer
and Team Anna member
Prashant Bhushan had
earlier in the day criticized
the Prime Minister, saying
that the ruling Congress
Party had been using his
honest credentials as a
'shield' while perpetrating
corruption with brazen impunity.

Bhushan  questioned the
Minister's perceived hesitancy in dealing
with corrupt minister and coalition allies.

"In the wake of certain reports
suggesting that nearly half the cabinet
ministers, and some very senior and
influential minister are corrupt, or that
despite being aware of their conduct, the
Prime Minister continues to retain these
persons in his cabinet, or that he had turned
a blind eye towards corruption in a ministry
under his control, then we ask what is the
use of such honesty and integrity?"
Bhushan told media in Uttar Pradesh's
Ghaziabad city.

"The Congress party repeatedly hails
the honesty of the Prime Minister. He is

Prime

projected as an honest leader of the
government. So, I had said the Congress
party was trying to use the Prime Minister
and his clean image as a shield, just like the
character of Shikhandi was
used in the Hindu epic
Mahabharata," he added.
Bhushan further called
for the establishment of an
independent panel to probe

the allegations of graft
levelled against senior
cabinet ministers.

"The probe into

allegations of corruption
leveled against such senior
and influential cabinet
= ministers must be carried
out by an agency independent of the
government. If the leaders are clear and
honest and have not done anything wrong,
then why are they shying away from the
investigation? They must welcome the
probe and cooperate," he said.

Team Anna had earlier accused 14
senior ministers, besides the Prime
Minister, of having either supported or
indulging in corruption and nepotism.

The government had, however, earlier
denounced Team Anna's demand for an
independent probe into the allegations of
corruption against the Prime Minister and
14 other ministers, terming it an "act of
desperation" by a group seeking to become
relevant again.

JAKARTA: The Asia-Pacific region must
continue to grow economically to lift millions
of people out of poverty, but it must also
respond to climate change to survive, the UN
Development Programme (UNDP) said in a
report released. "The Asia-Pacific Human
Development Report 2012 - One Planet to
Share: Sustaining Human Progress in a

Changing Climate" said that what happens in

affected by the choices that are made in Asia
and the Pacific on a low carbon growth path.
The goal is clear - reduce poverty, increase
prosperity but leave a smaller carbon
footprint." The report said that in the face of
climate change, countries in the region "will
need to change the way they manufacture
goods, raise crops and livestock, and generate
energy". This will mean "moving to greener,

the region - home to more than half the world's
population and which also has half of the
planet's mega cities - can make a global
difference. "Countries of the developing Asia-
Pacific are much less locked into the old,
carbon-intensive ways of production and
consumption. Asia-Pacific not only has the
imperative, it also has the opportunity to
manage development differently," it said.
Ajay Chhibber, UN assistant secretary-
general, UNDP assistant administrator and
regional director for Asia and the Pacific, said:
"The world's common future will be hugely
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more resilient, lower-emission options that not
only sustain the environment but also offer
opportunities to the poor for employment and
income", it said. Praising India, it said the
country was committed to reduce emissions by
20-25 percent by 2020 compared to the 2005
level. It said that in India, some crop residues
such as rice husks are burned with almost no
oxygen, producing "biochar" which is then
buried to sequester carbon and improve
productivity. New Delhi's environment
department has been engaging youth by
establishing educational "eco-clubs", it said.

It's Tokyo Sky Tree in Japan

If you are wondermg what is
the tallest tower in the world it is a
new tower in Tokyo, Japan called
the Tokyo Sky Tree. It was only
recently completed (29th February
2012) and opened publicly on the
22nd of May 2012. Below you can
see some pictures and charts about
this world's tallest tower.

The full height of the Tokyo
Sky Tree tower is 634.0 metres or "=
2,080 feet. It was built by Tobu * -
Railway and a group of six
terrestrial broadcasters of Japan
including the famous Japanese
NHK TV station. So as you can
guess the main purpose for
building this super tall tower was to
relay television and radio broadcast signals

in Tokyo city.

This new tower in Tokyo, Japan
is the tallest tower in the world
- regardless of whether the tower is
free standing or supported. When
the Tokyo Sky Tree tower topped
| out at 634 meters it beat the world's
tallest free standing tower which
was the 600 meter tall Canton
Tower in China. It also took over
the record for the world's tallest
tower regardless of whether the
tower was free standing or
supported which since 1991
belonged to the KVLY-TV mast
(formerly the KTHI-TV mast)
which stands at 628.8 m (2,063 ft)
in Blanchard, Traill County, North
Dakota, United States.
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