KATHMANDU: In a final ice-breaking moment that
gave a huge boost to Saarc and floundering regional
cooperation, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
shook hands with his Pakistani counterpart Nawaz
Sharif, laughed and even patted him on the arm at the
closing ceremony of the bloc's 18th summit here, to
resounding applause from a relieved audience
comprising leaders, diplomats and officials from the
eight South Asian countries. In a photo-op that
appeared to belie the recent animosity between the
two neighbours, Modi and Sharif kept their
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MOdi, Sharif bonhomie gives fresh Bhupendra Shukla of Toronto (Canada)
boost to 18th SAARC Summit

Modi and Sharif had shaken hands and interacted briefly during the retreat

handshake for several seconds and chatted, smiling
all the while, as Nepal Prime Minister Sushil Koirala,
the host of the summit, looked on happily. Modi and
Sharif had shaken hands and interacted briefly during
the retreat at Dhulikhel outside Kathmandu earlier in
the day. The two had otherwise studiously ignored
each other during the summit, the sixth anniversary of
the 2008 Mumbai terror attacks that India has blamed
on Pakistani elements. "India is for peaceful and
cooperative relations with Pakistan. If this shake
hand leads to that we will welcome it. However,
emphasis is on meaningful dialogue," external affairs
ministry spokesperson Syed Akbaruddin said later to
reporters. To a question, he said he was unaware of
what Modi and Sharif spoke about during the
Dhulikhel retreat as "there was no one else. Nobody
else knows what they talked of. They spoke of Saarc
matters, but what specifically they discussed, no one
isprivy". During the concluding ceremony, as soon as
Koirala declared the session closed, Modi turned to
the immediate neighbour to his right, Bhutan PM
Tshering Tobgay, and shook hands and chatted.

Gujarat to host Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
(PBD) January 2015

The Pravasi Bharatiya Divas is celebrated on January 9 every year

GANDHINAGAR: The Pravasi

Bharatiya Divas celebrations will

be organized from January 5 to 9,

2015 at the Mahatma Mandir in

Gandhinagar to mark the centenary

of Mahatma Gandhi's return to

India. The Prime Minister's Office

has approved the Gujarat

Amit Thaker  government's proposal to host the
event. The Pravasi Bharatiya Divas is celebrated on
January 9 every year to mark the contribution of the
overseas Indian community in the country's
development. It was on this day in 1915 that
Mahatma Gandhi returned to India from South
Africa and led India's freedom struggle. This was
informed by Shri Amit Thaker, National Convener of
Non Resident Indian (NRI) division of the Bhartiya
Janata Party (BJP). According to government
officials "We have started preparations for the grand
event which will be jointly organized by the ministry
of overseas Indian affairs, Government of India and
the Gujarat government. Gujarat will host the event
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for the first time after its inception in 2003. In 2013,
Narendra Modi, as the state's chief minister, had first
proposed that the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas be held in
Gujarat to mark the 100th year of Mahatma Gandhi's
return from Africa.

He had addressed the Gujarat session of the event in
the presence of then Union minister for overseas
Indian affairs Vayalar Ravi. "Mahatma Gandhi came
back to India in 1915. The nation will celebrate 100
years of Gandhi's arrival from Africa in 2015. And
we in Gujarat want to mark this occasion by hosting
the PBD function in our state. I have requested the
Centre to give us an opportunity to hold this event in
Gujaratin 2015. I welcome you all to join it, if we get
the Centre's nod," he had said. Sources in the Gujarat
government said: "The event has been merged with
the seventh Vibrant Gujarat Global Investor Summit
2015 scheduled to be held in mid-January. During
the summit, a number of NRIs and NRGs visit
Gujarat. We plan to hold several events at Gandhian
sites like Sabarmati Ashram in Ahmedabad,
Porbandar and Dandi."
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gets honorable membership of IBP

TORONTO: The
mesmeric personality
with dynamic
willpower and
philanthropic
attitude of Shri
Bhupendra
Shukla of
Toronto
(Canada) has been awarded
honorable membership of IBP. This is
informed by the president of
International Brahmin Parliament Shri
Santosh Shukla, Advocate. Shri Shukla
briefed that Shri Shukla is well-known
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intellectual and philanthropist with rich
experience of social, educational and
cultural cause. He has long been
associated with various
organizations of Brahmin Samaj
and its activities across the world.
Under his leadership, youth
generation got precious guidance
and values of life and humanity.
Significantly, Shri Bhupendra has
always been active in performing social,
educational and cultural activities with
verve. On this occasion, Dr. Murli
Manohar Joshi, Shri Kalraj Mishra and
others congratulated him.
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honor an individual, a performing group
of art or culture, an organization,
association, company or specific NGO
that work for upliftment of society and
moral values through activities of
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aﬁﬁquuﬁaauﬁvﬁaamaﬁmaﬁrﬁmﬁ
e, aﬂmﬁaﬁmsﬁaﬁ it e, TRa o, gaﬁamgfw .
TeeT e, g Tivs Uet sy e Wi @ TTuraT e v T d Are some people born destined for greatness

o L N G R 1k b e B s e Se e e and others for mediocrity? Is great success and
ez achievement determined by genetics and inborn

talent? The simple answer is “no.” Greatness
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ﬁﬁa FeehsZ Wt qeiT Aigha A WX 3R & aitss fafrcqes =, fafea smefa ehr
gﬁam%gr ‘Qqu @WW SEREAREE r ke e ce ok SR PR ke e A C k= SR iccasi ided  While tracking brain activity in people who
m Ww mmﬁa RUCEE RIS pIL N cE R e C R BRI MO RS HERETRe] imagined scenes or watched videos,
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brain during sleep and dreaming
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animal brains that is directional; that neural
m@lﬂ' Wwammﬁﬂ signals move in a particular direction, then
mm stop and start somewhere else. I think this is
- 2 really a new theme that had not been
LalRLUEE explored," said Barry Van Veen, professor of
IERLMIEERE clectrical and computer engineering at
RIEEU S University of Wisconsin-Madison. To zero in
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R T R R e S I i e B oo B G L e IS S I E B LG QRS E SRR TR SR HORRY encode short-term memory. The paper was
A AU ETE S TH SRR S QTR Y 3= weng | i W W oiieT-siivhet & @rer T Y T ATt | published in the journal Neuro Image.
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AIITA opens its study centre in
Chinnamanur Distt.Theni (Tamil Nadu)

THENI: All India IT Association (AIITA) is one of
the leading organizations that promotes job-oriented
computer courses for student and youth in getting
employment. To promote such missions in Tamil
Nadu, AIITA has opened its new study centre in
Chinnamanur Distt. Theni recently. Theni Study
Centre is run by dynamic personality Mr. M.
Pandiarajan. This was informed by the president of
AIITA Shri Santosh Shukla, Advocate. On this
occasion Mr. M. Pandiarajan said that the importance of digital
technology is getting craze among youth as their career. Shri Shukla
further told that Tamil Nadu is one of the leading states in educational
hub. Mr. Pandiarajan potential would surely promote the cause of
computer education in Salem and other districts of the state. On this
occasion, Mr. Pandiarajan and his staff were congratulated by President
Shri Santosh Shukla, Advocate, Vice President Dr. Dilip N. Pandit,
Secretary Dr. Rajeev Shrivastava, Dr. Monica Nagori and other
dignitaries along with AIITA staff and members.

AIITA opens its study centre in

Sivasagar (Assam)
SIVASAGAR: All India IT
Association (AIITA) is one of the
leading organizations that promotes
job-oriented computer courses for
student and youth in getting
employment. To promote such
missions in Assam, AIITA has
opened its new study centre in
Sivasagar recently. Sivasagar Study
Centre is run by dynamic personality Mr. Sumit Ranjan Saikia and Mr.
Satya Pratim Gayan. This was informed by the president of AIITA Shri
Santosh Shukla, Advocate. On this occasion Mr. Sumit Ranjan Saikia
and Mr. Satya Pratim Gayan said that the importance of digital
technology is getting craze among youth as their career. Shri Shukla
further told that Assam is one of the leading states in educational hub.
Mr. Saikia and Mr. Gayan potential would surely promote the cause of
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Col. Ravi Batra of MHOW gets prestigious International Homoeopathic Congress Goa 2014

Alma (UK) International Award

Honour in promoting literature through writing

INDORE: The well-known international

organization in field of certifications at
global level, Alma (UK) International has
awarded Col. Ravi Batra for his outstanding
contribution in literacture through penning
inspiring books. This was informed by the
president Shri Santosh Shukla, Advocate.

On this occasion, Col. Batra was given
showl-shriphal and certificate of honour by
Prof. (Dr.) Rajeev Sharma. Col. Batra shared

views regarding current scenario of literary
books and well-known authors. He briefed
about his up next book on Guru Gobind
Singh Jee that was going to be published by
Penguin. During the honour of Col. Batra,
Dr. Brahmadev Tripathi (Allahabad) and Dr.
Suchita Shukla were also present. On being
honoured by Alma (UK), Col. Batra was
congratulated by members of Alma family
and dignitaries of Alma (UK) staft.

Madhya Pradesh to have country's
first school for children of labourers

BHOPAL: The foundation stone of the country's first 'Shramodaya
School' for the children of labourers was laid by Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan. The school at Mugalia Chaap village
near the state capital will be developed on the lines of the Navodaya
Vidyalaya.The medium of instruction in the school would be English.

The school will be constructed on 10 acres of land with facilities for hostel,
staff quarters and a modern playground, among others. Sixty per cent of the
students would be drawn from the families of labourers and farmers while
the remaining seats would be open to locals, Chouhan said, adding that an

Industrial Training Institute (ITI), too, would be set up there on five acres.

Besides Bhopal, Shramodaya Schools are proposed to be set up in Indore, Jabalpur and
Gwalior. The school will be for Std 6th to 12th with a capacity of admitting 1,120 students.
"The school will be built at an estimated cost of Rs 30 crore. It will be the first school of its
kind in the country for providing quality education to the children of labourers and farmers,"
Chouhan said on the occasion.The chief minister said that the institution will emerge as a
centre of excellence and would be named as the 'Deendayal Shramodaya Vidyalala'.

"As long as your 'mama' (Chouhan is popularly referred to by that term for maternal uncle in
MP) is alive, no children would be allowed to face any difficulty in getting education for the
want of money," he said, pointing to the children in the gathering.

Kuldeep Sharma (Congress leader & the Chairman, Cooperative Union A&N Islands)

Vocational courses and Training could Reduce

Unemployment among Youth ;. ;. ru

The union territory of
A&N Islands is a potential
region of tourism, but the
number of existing
Tourism Coop. Societies
is not up to the expected
level. He reiterated that
'cooperative' is the only
weapon to uproot/
eradicate the problem of unemployment.
Therefore, new cooperative societies in
different sectors, particularly in the aforesaid
three sectors are to be opened in these islands.
At the same time more and more Self Help
Groups are to be opened by the women folks.
Vocational courses and training could reduce
unemployment among youth. The dynamic
change in socio-economic condition
'cooperation’ can bring to run a cooperative
society smoothly and effective, training of
personnel concerned is a must among their
other qualitative components like devotion,
sincerity. Stressed must be given on
formation of much more cooperative
societies in three sectors, tourism, fisheries
and construction sectors of these Islands.
About one-fourth of the total water-area of
our country is lying around A&N Islands, but
its wealth is not being harvested by us.
Similar is the condition of Tourism Sector.
These views were expressed by senior
congress leader and the chairman, A&N State
Cooperative Union A&N Islands. Shri
Kuldeep Rai Sharma. To motivate youth, he
stressed the need of self realization among
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them. Youth must be given opportunities to
expose their potential. He has long been
dedicated in supporting people and Initiated
social activities through Old Age Homes
(OAHs) running computer courses and
encouraging Self Help Groups (SHGs) to
stress upon women empowerment. Under his
guidance and support, more that 12000
senior people got avail of pension and other
facilities. Apart from these activities, his
dynamic support made youth financial
independent through getting free computer
course training. Shri Sharma feels that
cooperative concept must be imbibed by
youth especially those want to get self
employment. There is no dearth of potential
and intellectuality among our youth. The
need of the hour is to get that realized. His
views on SHG as Self-help groups are
started by non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) that generally have broad anti-
poverty agendas. Self-help groups are seen as
instruments for a variety of goals including
empowering women, developing leadership
abilities among poor people, increasing
school enrollments, and improving nutrition
and the use of birth control. Financial
intermediation is generally seen more as an
entry point to these other goals, rather than as
a primary objective. His message to the youth
is that they must think positive and believe in
self strength because this very spirit could be
turning point of their future. Youth have
immense power to change the direction of the
wind or even the rotation of the earth.
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Exploring the true spirit of Homoeopathy

PANAJI: Homoeopathic
Congress Goa 2014 will
present famous and
experienced Homoeopathic
speakers, who will share their
homoeopathic knowledge and
experiences on various
subjects. Homoeopathy is one
of the most scientific and
natural healing medical science.

This congress will bring out the real spirit of
Homoeopathy and encourage all delegates and
future homoeopaths to practice on the true
homoeopathic principles as explained by the

President Mukherjee

founder of homoeopathy - Dr. Samuel
Hahnemann. Our sole mission is to educate and
confirm the efficacy of Homoeopathic
treatment, based on true Hahnemannian
principles. This was informed by the IHC
congress chairman Dr. Shashi Mohan Sharma.
He said that interested people could contact for
details at IHC GOA 2014 Congress Secretariat
or visit www.ihcgoa2014.com. Alma Times is
supporting the cause of this conference and will
prioritize its coverage. Chief Editor Shri
Santosh Shukla, Advocate congratulate Dr.
Shashi Mohan Sharma for organizing this
conference in India.

awards standards to

115 helicopter unit, 26 squadrons

TEZPUR: President Pranab Mukherjee awarded
Standards to 115 Helicopter Unit and 26 Squadron
of Indian Air Force at Tezpur in Assam. "These
distinguished flying Units have a glorious past
and a rich tradition of professional excellence.
Since their inception, they have rendered

illustrious service to the Nation and
done us proud," said Mukherjee. He
also said their rich heritage and
stellar efforts in the pursuit of
excellence have set a benchmark for
others to emulate. "For their selfless
devotion, professionalism and
courage in the face of adversity, the
Nation honours them today with a
deep sense of gratitude and
appreciation," he said. He said that
to preserve peace and harmony and
promote all round development, it is
imperative for us to have an
effective deterrence and a strong
defence. Though as a Nation we are
firmly committed to peace, we must be prepared
to use our might to safeguard the sovereignty of
our Nation, should the need ever arise," he added.
Tezpur Air Force Station is one of the premier Air
Bases of the Indian Air Force in the Eastern
Sector.
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